
 

In the Mountains 

another road winds up and down this green leaf 

a pine cone split open 

is the small round heart of the woods 

pine scent opens its casket 

a bee 

inside another smaller casket still 

a buzz 

and the blue of sky 
 

 
                Yang Lian (b.1955)  
 
      Translated from the Chinese  
      by John Cayley.   

   from “Mother Tongues,” ed. Daniel Weissbort and Stephen Watts, publ. King’s College London 2001. Reprinted by permission. The Chinese text is a scan of the author’s own hand-writing.  
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