
 

 

kkxZvivnxbv, wZwgigq wbweo Avuav‡i, 

‡Kvb ARvbvi †aqvb RvwMj gb-gvSv‡i? 

AvMš‘K Avwg, cÖwZÿvi `ywU AvuwL †g‡j; 

Db¥yL, D`MÖxe nÕ‡q cÖni ¸‡bwQ wei‡j- 

gvZ…-M‡f© weR‡b Avgvwi A‡cÿvj‡q- 

Rxe‡bi gnvhvÎv ïiæi jMœ cv‡b †P‡q 

 

m~h©gyLx †hgb †P‡q iq m~‡h©iB Avkvq. 

‡nwi‡Z gg gvZ…-gyL mva Rv‡M G wnqvq 

†kvfvgqx aivi Av‡jv‡K Ag„ZwbS©‡i; 

‡mŠ›`h©cÖwZgv - Avgvi gv‡qi g~wZ© †n‡i 

wbweo eÜb myL evuwa‡e GB MÖ‡n †gv‡i 

ZvB, †n_v AvMg‡bi cÖ`xc R¡vwj AšÍ‡I 

 

                                            ivwk`v Bmjvg 

 

No moon, no stars in the deep dense dark, 

What mysterious reflection wakes in me ? 

I am a stranger, waiting for my eyes to open,  

absorbed and anxious, I have counted lonely hours 

Alone in my mother’s womb - my own waiting room - 

Waiting for a zodiac sign to tell me my life’s moves.

    

As the sunflower lifts its head for the sun to shine 

so my heart longs to see my mother’s face. 

Flooded by the earth’s radiant light 

I will see my mother—a vision of beauty ! 

A growing cord of joy draws me into this world. 

Within myself, I light the lamp of arrival. 
 

                     Rashida Islam 
 

                         translated from Bengali by Debjani Chatterjee 
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    The poet David Hart commissioned this poem as part of a collection of fifty by different UK poets, each about waiting. The poems are for display in waiting rooms. 
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