from If T must Worship a God L el of el Wdas G\ o)

(To Fatima Roshan) (g abals )
.. My grandmother's god is ‘;@j\ A ‘_,,-1"33 :\j\
my god ) p i
& (R
She who used to offer me .
a sweet pomegranate on a plate : ;_9-\-’: :;L )L MLU
and ask me not to let a kernel L e c—‘“ Leie 40a &) M c;‘-‘*"}’}
fall to the floor AL dS s @4.1 Al u‘}(
because in every pomegranate God puts ] 3\3;3\ uu 2\3’;

a kernel from the pomegranate of paradise.

.. I told her : ‘fihuu'bd“& LSJ‘_AS

Do you know, Grandmother u‘-wy‘ Lf'l' LwJ\

That two thirds of the human body ¢l

is water ? A I AR

She said: el

No, two thirds of it is tears e
Monzer Masri (b. 1949) S ran )lia

translated from the Arabic
by Sinan Antoon

The English translation was first published in “Banipal” Issue No 31, Spring 2008, page 102. Reprinted here by permission. Monzer Masri is a Syrian poet.
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