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We gave a helping hand to grass - 

and it turned into corn. 

We gave a helping hand to fire - 

and it turned into a rocket. 

Hesitatingly, 

cautiously, 

we gave a helping hand to people, 

to some people… 

 
         

             Miroslav Holub 
 
 

 
 

A Helping Hand 

 

            from “Poems Before and After,” translated by I. and J. Milner, E. Osers and G. Theiner.  

                         Published by Bloodaxe 1990 and reprinted here by kind permission. 


