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SH&aT Uge @ ﬂd The Peacock in Walpole Park, Ealing \

gait Ha 3% fes YA iy The heart sinks when the peacock screams
gd Ir%g =231 I3, &d e faar The night bleeds pierced with its cries
T 1T 5% fow ST Ay The heart sinks when the peacock screams

o o ~ 0 T e A The colour laughs and then wails
Jddl JHCT Idd’, ddl ' Igd! g

The heart sinks when the peacock screams

N 'OHEI“H?STE?? . ﬁ,p:rr The body shivers and the world rejoices
3 gt f23, a1 Jrer faar

The heart sinks when the peacock screams
91t A9 5% fos gaeT i It yearns for mango flowers lost long ago
forer wrt = g gd, fed e 199 The heart sinks when the peacock screams
It rains incessantly, it never stops

Tt Ha 8 few Yrer fimr
fip Hedt § HiS few dae foor The heart sinks when the peacock screams
Trying to slake the thirst burning in its chest
g é}g 1?;—:’?;5 ;fl_d - : The heart sinks when the peacock screams
’ Weighing its wings in the sweet prison
1% T U Ut Afan & o4t Everybody saw it in its cage
&% 9T [T, &% &g faar Moaning and dancing
WHIHE 995 Amarjit Chandan (b. 1946)

Translated from Punjabi by the author, with Amin Mughal. From “Mother Tongues,” ed. Daniel Weissbort and Stephen Watts, publ. King’s College London 2001, Reprinted by permission.
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